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The Component-Based Philosophy in Iraq after 2003: The State-Society Dialectic
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The »component-based philosophy« has constituted the theoretical framework that reshaped
the Iraqi political system after 2003. Within this framework, the concept of the nation-
state was effectively replaced by a system that recognizes identities as socio-political units
endowed with quasi-sovereign status. This philosophy is structured around three principal
pillars: first, the dismantling of centralized state institutions in favor of a consociational
power-sharing system that entrenches societal divisions; second, the transformation of
identities from their social context into politicized entities that assert collective rights; and
third, the legitimization of the new order through narratives of historical grievance and
identity-based political representation. This philosophical configuration has led to a decline
in state effectiveness in favor of non-state actors, the emergence of a hierarchical form of
citizenship in which rights vary according to sectarian affiliation, and the transformation of
public institutions into arenas of ideological contestation. Consequently, it has produced a
hybrid state model that combines the formal attributes of democracy with the substantive
dominance of identity-based politics. In this sense, the »component-based philosophy« has
functioned less as a mechanism for managing pluralism and more as an instrument for the

perpetuation of conflict.

Keywords: Component-based philosophy, sectarian citizenship, identity-based statehood culture.
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