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This paper aims to offer a critical reading of the trajectory through which what it
terms «component-based democracyy has taken shape in Iraq, as a hybrid model that has
redefined political participation. It traces this trajectory back to the formative moment of the
post- 2003 political order and its intellectual background in the works of Abdul Karim Al-
Azri and Hassan Al-Alawi, where political dysfunction was interpreted through the position
of social groups within power, and justice was reframed as an equation of balance among
«groups/componentsy. The paper demonstrates how this approach gradually consolidated
a «component-basedy discourse, which was crystallized in opposition documents—most
notably the Declaration of the Shiites of Iraq—and later translated into a political convention
embodied in the concepts of partnership, balance, and consensus. It argues that this model
has hollowed out democracy of its civic substance, transformed the state into an arena for
the division of sovereignty among «componentsy, and rendered reform from within its own

logic a near-impossible task.

Keywords: componentism, component-based democracy, citizenship,
political legitimacy.
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