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Component-Based Democracy in Iraq: A Political Genealogy
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This paper examines Iraq’s post-2003 transformation into a system of rule grounded in
component-based representation, conceptualized as a logic that defines the state as an arena
for the distribution of identities rather than a framework for citizenship. It argues that
componentism does not constitute a natural expression of pluralism; rather, it operates as
a modality of governance that institutionalizes social differences and converts sub-national
affiliations into quasi-representational units, thereby entrenching quota-based power sharing
and reproducing patterns of domination. The first section interrogates the assumption
of internal homogeneity within «components» through an intersectional perspective,
demonstrating how sectarian identity intersects with class, region, and other social cleavages
to generate new forms of civic inequality. The second section addresses the dilemma of
proposing an alternative to governance by critiquing the reduction of political change to the
question of «who governs?», and by advancing the question of <how do we govern?» as a
foundational entry point for a national project grounded in institutional and civic principles.
The paper concludes by outlining the horizon of non-componentist actors as a potential

driver of a renewed social contract.

Keywords: Iraq, Componentism, components, component-based identity, quota-based power

sharing, political legitimacy.
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